TIMELINE-CAREER OF 

MAJOR GENERAL CHARLES H. CORLETT

 

Born July 31, 1888 Burchard, NB, Died October 14, 1971, Espanola, NM


May, 1906
Quit public high school in MV, did not graduate. 

Feb,1909
Appointed to the US Military Academy at West Point.

1909-1913
Cadet captain West Point polo team, nicknamed “Cowboy Pete.”

June 12, 1913
Graduated from USMA, appointed second lieutenant in the Regular Army.

September 1, 1913
Assigned to Co. B, 30th Infantry at Fort St. Michael, AK.

December, 1914
Aboard the US Army Transport Buford, first passage of US Army transport vessel through the Panama Canal.

Feb 1915
Plattsburg, NY, in command of Co. A and Co. I, 30th Infantry.  Plattsburg Business Men’s Training Camp.

July 1, 1916
Mexican Border Campaign, promoted to 1st Lieutenant, Assigned to Radio Co A, a horse and mule outfit, and used one of the earliest radios in the US Army, later renamed Signal Corps.

May 15, 1917
Promoted to Captain in early organization and expansion of the Signal Corps, found & selected Signal Corps fort location at Fort Monmouth, NJ, and was its first commanding officer and executive officer.

October 20, 1917
Promoted to temporary Major 

January, 1918
Embarked to France as a casual signal corps officer on the British transport Olympic 

May, 1918
Promoted Lt. Col. (temp.) & designated Director of Signal Corps Supplies, AEF.   Acquired comprehensive knowledge of overall US plan, in addition to administrative duties, he’s a roving inspector in all 4 battle zones, traveling hundreds of miles by car and train.

July, 1918
During German mustard gas attack, caught between the lines in “no man’s land” with signal corps detachment laying communication lines, and although he got all of his men back into allied territory, he suffered severe lung injuries.

Sept, 1918
While on an inspection tour to combat troops just prior to the St. Mihiel Offensive, hospitalized with “pneumonia” at Dijon.

1920
Promoted to Major.

1923
Graduated Command and General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, KS. 

1925
Graduated Army War College, Washington, DC.

1926
Instructor, Coast Artillery School, Fort Monroe, VA.

1926
Detailed as Officer in Charge of Reserve Affairs at Albuquerque, NM. 

1927-31
Detailed as instructor at Command and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, KS, with G-3 as head of the Combat Orders Section. 

1931
Assigned to 9th Infantry at Vancouver Barracks, WA, commanded the 3rd Battalion. 

May, 1933
Command of the Eugene, OR, Civilian Conservation Corps. 


May, 1934
Detailed to Washington, DC for duty with the War Department General Staff, serving in the Finance Branch, G-4.

Feb. 1, 1936
Promoted to Lt. Colonel. 

June, 1938
Assigned to the Hawaiian Division as Provost Marshall & Recreation Officer and Commander of Special Troops stationed at Fort Shafter and Schofield Barracks. Wrote attack response & evacuation plan.

Sept 1940
Promoted to Colonel, Assumed command of 30th Infantry Regiment at the Presidio, San Francisco, CA, took the 30th through maneuvers in WA and CA.

June 1941
Assigned as Chief of Staff of IX Corps, Fort Lewis, WA.


October 3, 1941
Promoted to Brigadier General and attached to 4th Army HQ at Presidio, detailed to command Fort Greely, at Kodiak, Island, AK. 

Sept 6, 1942
Promoted to Major General and placed in command of the Kiska Task Force, consisting the 7th Division plus amphibious forces, combat teams, special forces, mountain forces, parachute forces, winter forces, and the Canadian 13th Infantry Brigade.

Aug 14, 1943
Commanded amphibious attack on Aleutian Island of Kiska, AK.

Sept, 1943
Took command of the 7th Infantry Division, proceeded to the Hawaiian Department and reported to Admiral Nimitz at Pearl Harbor.

Jan 31-Feb 7, 1944
Commands 7th Division in Operation Flintlock, attacked and captured Kwajalein, a major Japanese Naval-Air Base, part of the Marshall Islands 2,350 miles south-west of Honolulu.

Campaign resulting in the capture of 27 islets. Kwajalein battle referred to by military historians as nearly perfect amphibious operation because of  flawless execution of careful plan and preparation.  Casualty results: US killed 177; Japanese killed 4,398, and 174 taken prisoner. 

March, 1944
Warminster, England, took command of XIX Corps, First Army under General Bradley.

April-June, 1944
Amphibious training in Warminster, Wiltshire, England for Operation Overlord.

June 10, 1944
XIX Corps landed at Omaha Beach, Colleville-Su-Mer.

July 18, 1944
XIX Corps cleared area of Germans between Isigny and Carenton, captured St. Lo after horrible hedge-row fighting

July 20-30 - Aug. 28, 1944 XIX Corps spearheaded Operation COBRA, in words of SHAEF communiqué, “The XIX Corps fashioned the break-through.” XIX Corps then drove to Mortain, protected VII Corps flank from counter attack in Argentan Pocket, and in Falaise Pocket, destroyed 125 German tanks and captured 3 German Divisions.  While dealing with thousands of prisoners, XIX Corps captured the French towns of Tessy-Sur-Vire, Percy, Evreux & Elbeuf. 

Aug 28, 1944
XIX Corps crosses the Seine River.  

Sept 1, 1944
XIX Corps crosses the Somme River, first allied soldiers to enter Belgium. 

Sept 2, 1944
XIX Corps captures Tournai, Belgium and first allied soldiers to enter the Netherlands. 

Sept 10, 1944
XIX Corps takes Fort Eben Emael, Masstricht and Sittard, Netherlands. 

Sept 14, 1944
XIX Corps crosses the Meuse River and establishes a bridgehead across the Albert Canal

October 7, 1944
XIX Corps breaches the Siegfried Line, entering Germany.

Oct 16, 1944
XIX Corps completes encirclement of City of Aachen. General Corlett relieved of command of XIX Corps because of illness and assigned to the 12th Army Group in France

Nov 1944
Ordered to Honolulu to report to Admiral Nimitz and take command of the XXXVI Corps in the planning of the northern attack on the mainland of Japan from the Kurile Islands.  

Sept, 1945
Desperately tired and sick, Sent to Bruns Army Hospital in Santa Fe, NM, and after 2 weeks there, was retired from military service of 37 years.
DECORATIONS
1.        Mexican Border Campaign Medal---1916

2.
Two citations signed by General Pershing---1918

3. 
Distinguished Service Medal (Army-3 times)---1918, 43, 44

4.
Distinguished  Service Medal (Navy)---1944

5.
Legion of Merit---1944

6.
Silver Star (Kwajalein)---1944

7.
Officer of the Legion of Honor (France)---1918

8.
Chevalier of Legion of Honor (France)---1944

9.
Commander of Order of Leopold with palm (Belgium)---1944

10.
Croix de Guer with palm (Belgium)---1944

11.
Grand Order of Orange, Nassau (Holland)---1944

12.
Estralia De Abdon Caldron Ecudar (Ecuador)---1933

13.
Pacific Theater Service Medal---1944

14.
American Theater Service Medal---1944

15.
European Theater Service Medal, Victory Medal with three battle stars---1944  

This career outline was kindly provided by Mr Jere C. Corlett, of Santa Fe, New Mexico

