Raymond Stewart Jones
resume of career in the RAFVR
Remembering Squadrons is easy, No23 and 605.

Joined the R.A.F.V.R. in 1938 as a Sgt. Pilot. At the time I was at the AIR SERVICE TRAINING, Hamble, just outside Southampton where I had gone for a 3 year course on Flying and relative “Engineering,” i.e. maintenance.

I had in fact just received both a private and commercial pilots’ licence.  Apart from the course I managed to get in a bit of extra flying at night when free, for this I was paid, there were a couple of us doing this – giving some bods searchlight training along the South coast area – think we used an aerodrome around Plymouth way – can’t remember now.
Most of the chaps on the course, myself included, joined the V.R. to get in hours and obviously when war was declared we were “called up” for Duty – this was some 70 years ago so pardon the “E & O’s.”  One of two postings to other bases or ”satellites” at odd times for short periods have been omitted.

From the early days up to approx. May 1942 my flying was devoted in the main to instructing.  Initially to chaps who had learnt the basics of flying etc. elsewhere, i.e. ex America, S. Africa, Rhodesia (I think), Canada etc.

Later after June 1942 up to the end of 1944 after a couple of operational tours on “Intruder “ work flying Mosquitos I was posted to S.Africa.  In between the 2 operational tours there would be a, what I think we termed a “rest” period converting pilots (who had in the main) been on operations flying single engined planes, onto Mosquitos.

These chaps came from all over – including a few Fleet Air Arm.

I found out early on that there was not, despite several attempts, much use applying for a posting to something different and one just had to accept that you’d get a change sometime when the “powers that be” decided.

However the R.A.F treated me well – a good crowd.
Our instructing at Ternhill was mainly on Miles Masters – Single Engine Monoplane – both initially with “In Line” Engine and later a Radial Engine.
If I remember correctly each Instructor had 4 “pupils” on each course as they followed one after the other.
Again these chaps came from “all over” – all the commonwealth countries, plus some Americans – including others from the French Air Force who had managed to get to the U.K.

Now and then you’d hear of them again. A couple come to mind.  Al Hay whom I got to know well – another S.African.  He’d trained and finished a seafaring course at Simon’s Town on the “General Botha”.  After serving in the Merchant Navy he managed to get a change and joined the R.A.F. After leaving Ternhill he ended up on a “Cam. Ship” I think they called them and was catapulted off (in a Hurricane) to intercept a German Aircraft approaching one of the convoys heading for Murmansk. A one way ticket, I believe he shot one plane down and had to “bale out” – you didn’t last long in that sea but he was extremely lucky being
picked out and up by a passing Navy Ship. Got a D.F.C..  Saw him in London later – unfortunately he did not survive the war.
Another chap whom I did not see again, Ken Campbell, died when he and crew attacked a German warship in Brest (1941) – flew into the harbour at “nought feet” – I think the ship was the Gneisenau.  He was flying a Beaufort which went into the drink just short of the ship but their torpedo hit it.  He was awarded a posthumous V.C.. (I only mention this for interest’s sake and for the privilege of having known them and others.  Another chap who comes to mind is Gerald Leon (French Air Force).  He’d left his wife and child in France – also lost his life over Europe later.  Who knows where they all ended.

We had an old ditty, something like:-

“What did you do in the war Daddy?
How did you help us to win?

Take offs and Landings and Stalls Laddie

And how to out of a spin.”

Luckily the chaps we received arrived with the basics completed.
List of Bases or Stations, (maybe a couple missing) Also Planes Flown

Hamble (Hants) ‘38/39
Avro Tutor

Miles Magister

Hawker Hart

Vega Gull

Cutty Sark (Amphibian)

Grantham (Lincoln) Sept. ‘39

Avro Anson
Warmwell (Dorset) Dec. ‘39

Seal
Westland Wallace

Handley – Page Harrow Dec. ‘39

Upavon (Wilts.) Central Flying School. Early ’40 – Instructors’ Course
Avro Tutor – Tiger Moth (I think)
Harvard  (either here or elsewhere)

Oxford    (either here or elsewhere)
Sealand (Flint) approx March ’40 to early ’41 – Instructing

Miles Masters
Possibly Ansons

Oxford (Not sure)

Ternhill –Hawarden (Shropshire/Flint) 1941 – June 1942 – Instructing

Miles Master
Hurricane

Cranfield (Beds) June 1942 – August 1942

Bristol Blenheim – conversion course.   (48 hours leave to get married on 12 August)
Bradwell Bay (Essex) – September 1942

Mosquitos    23 Squadron – operational
Luqa (Malta) – September 1942 – approx. April1943

Operational – N.Africa, Sicily, Italy etc.
High Ercall – (Chetwynd) (Shropshire) approx April1943 – May 1943

Converting pilots to Mosquitos
Bradwell Bay (Essex) – May 1943

Mosquitos – 605 Squadron
Manston (Kent) – June – July (not sure)

Mosquitos – 605 Squadron
High Ercall (Shropshire) – July 1943

Mosquitos – converting pilots
Catfoss (Yorkshire)
Spitfire – (not too sure about the reason for this posting!!)
Hospital (Northallerton) and convalescent leave – must have been in August 1944 as Christina was born at this time.
High Ercall (I think) – approx Sept/ October 1944

Mosquitos – still converting
Bloemspruit (Bloemfontein) S.Africa. (hazy about date approx October 1945)
Lockheed Venturas – P.V.I’s.

Did some time on these planes – this was a S. African Air Force station and we were converting S.A.A.E. single engined operational pilots to Venturas – to bring back troops from N. Africa I think there may have been 3 R.A.F. chaps.  This seemed to be suddenly realised and we were pronto posted to Central Flying School at Dunottar – I was demobbed from there.  Not sure of date, probably at the end of 1945 and was given 6 months leave on full pay – not much – but welcome.
