Warrant Mech George Davenport Massey MiD
(1904-1959)

1
Naval General Service Medal

(K64243 G D Massey Mech 1, RN)

(Clasp: PALESTINE 1936-1939)



2
1939-45 Star




(

3
Atlantic Star




(WW2 medals un-named as issued

4
Africa Star




(but with box and certificate of issue

5/6
1939-45 War Medal 



(


(MiD)
7
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal
(K64243 G D Massey Mech 1,








  HMS Centurion)
Mounted for display 

8
 For Loyal Service badge WW2

(With issue letter confirming award)

9
RLSS Life-saving Proficiency Medal
(G D Massey, Sept 1935)


Bronze; cased

Plus a wealth of original photographs and documents, including Massey’s RN certificate of service, WW2 medal slip, material relating to his service with the Nigerian Marine Department, etc, etc
1901


The Massey family is shown in the census at 40 Rumworth Street, Bolton:




George R Massey

Head
32
Platelayer
b Little Leigh, Cheshire




Elizabeth A Massey
Wife
29


b Earlstown, Lancs




Mary E Massey

Dau
 4


b Bolton




Edith V Massey

Dau
 3


b Tyldesley, Lancs




Hilda Massey

Dau
 1


b Tyldesley

11 January 1904
George Davenport Massey is born at Earlstown, Lancashire, the son of




George Rigby Massey and Elizabeth Ann




Birth is registered in the March quarter in the Warrington district




(GRO ref: 8c 204)

1911


The census now lists the family at 24 Walker Street, Higher Tranmere,




Birkenhead:




George Rigby Massey
Head
42
Tramway platelayer
b Little Leigh









(Borough corporation worker)




Elizabeth A Massey
Wife
39



b Earlstown




Edith Victoria Massey
Dau
13



b Tyldesley




Hilda Mary Massey
Dau
11



b Tyldesley



George Davenport Massey
Son
 7



b Earlstown




William Walker Massey
Son
 4



b Gt Lever, 












   Bolton




The census also shows the couple have had five children, one of




whom has died. This would be Mary Eva Massey, whose death at the




age of 10 was registered in the Bolton district in the March quarter




of 1907 (GRO Ref: 8c 319)
1919


George’s father’s death is registered at Leigh in the first quarter of




1919 (GRO ref: 8c 516). George himself begins a five-year engineering




apprenticeship (see below)

1924


Completes his qualifications following a five-year apprenticeship




with the engineering firm of Thomas Smith & Sons, of the Bolt & Nut




Works at Atherton, near Manchester. (See their letter dated 28 April




1954)

26 June 1924

George joins Vivid, the RN base at Devonport, signing up for 12 years




He is described as a motor mechanic and he is C of E. He is 5ft 82ins tall




with brown hair, grey eyes and a fresh complexion

6 December 1924
Posted to the cruiser Dauntless for six days before returning to Vivid
30 January 1925
Leaves Vivid and joins the battleship Emperor of India 
18 June 1925

Promoted to Stoker 1st Class

19 May 1926

Returns to Vivid 

13 September 1926
Posted to the battleship Malaya
26 June 1927

Granted first good conduct badge

21 September 1927
Promoted to Acting Leading Stoker and sent to the battleship




Queen Elizabeth
10 February 1929
To the battleship Valiant 

1929


George marries Catherine D Cottom in the Birkenhead district




(Registered in the March quarter, GRO ref 8a 834)

5 March 1929

George returns to Vivid where he is promoted to Acting




Stoker Petty Officer on 10 October 1929

13 November 1929
To the battlecruiser Tiger 

10 October 1929
Confirmed in the rank of Stoker Petty Officer 

31 January 1931
Examined at Algiers while in Tiger and found qualified to take charge




of a stokehold while steaming

2 May 1931

To Vivid 

22 July 1931

To the cruiser Exeter, later to gain fame in the Battle of the River Plate

29 December 1931
To Vivid 

26 June 1932

Granted second good conduct badge

20 October 1933
Passes educational test for warrant rank

1 January 1934
Appointed Mechanician 2nd Class at Drake, the new name for Vivid 

12 January 1934
Posted to the Malaya, returning to Drake on 15 September 

22 October 1934
Posted from Drake to the cruiser Delhi
2 July 1935

Promoted to Mechanician 1st Class

1935


George and Catherine’s son George D Massey is born




The birth is registered in the Barton district in the September quarter




(GRO ref: 8c 722)

8 September 1936
On the books of the depot ship Cyclops for service in the 




6th Minesweeping Flotilla in the trawler Magnolia 

1 October 1936
Magnolia now attached to Valiant 

6 March 1937

Magnolia now attached to Colombo
17 April 1937

To Centurion before returning to Drake for a month from 28 September,




then going back to Centurion until 18 August 1939

26 June 1937

Granted third good conduct badge

6 July 1939

Receives his Long Service and Good Conduct Medal, named to




him as a Mechanician 1st Class in Centurion. Two days later he is




paid the gratuity associated with the medal

19 August 1939
To the cruiser Norfolk 

14 December 1940
His pay book shows him admitted to Norfolk’s sick bay




Pay book also shows periods of leave 9-15 November and




5-16 December 1940

1 February 1941
Appointed Acting Chief Mechanician

28 August 1941
Returns to Drake 

16 September 1941
On the books of Spartiate for service in the Flower class corvette Borage 

1 February 1942
Confirmed as Chief Mechanician

2 March 1942

George is issued with his Naval General Service Medal (Palestine 1939-39




clasp), earned while in Magnolia
12 April 1942

George is issued with woollen gloves and mitts, two pairs of winter




drawers, a comforter and a balaclava

17 April 1942

Borage now attached to Orlando 

2 June 1942

Borage now with Ferret 

9 March 1943

George’s Mention in Despatches is announced in the London Gazette.




The award is for ‘good services in rescue work’ in the Borage



In the same issue of the Gazette the award of a BEM to Able Seaman




Sidney Triggs is announced

27 December 1943
George is X-rayed at the RN Barracks at Devonport

26 January 1944
George returns to Spartiate for service in J1528, which may be a boom




defence vessel, or something similar

16 February 1944
To Philomel to stand by the corvette Arabis, which is building. Remains




on Philomel’s books until 24 February 1945

25 February 1945
To Drake
10 July 1945

To Renown
25 July 1945

Promoted to Tempy Actg Warrant Mechanician and appointed an




additional in Drake
27 September 1945
George is issued with his naval ID card by the commander-in-chief’s




office at Rosyth

8 October 1945
Appointed engineer officer of the Burgonet, serving in her until 




9 February 1946




Her captain writes: ‘A keen, competent and conscientious officer. He has




undertaken additional work on a number of boom vessels and




efficiently supervised completion.’

19 August 1946
George serves as engineer officer in the Northmark until 10 April 1947.




His commanding officer describes him as a ‘conscientious officer of




good average ability’

2 April 1947

George is issued with a warrant to travel from Plymouth to Milford




Haven

17 February 1948
Ministry of Pensions sends George his ‘For Loyal Service’ badge for




‘those who are disabled as a result of war service’

11 December 1948
George enters into an agreement with the Crown Agents to join the




Nigerian government service as a marine engineer (temporary). His




address is given as Crosses Farm, Blackmoo9r, Wellington, Somerset




George’s signature is witnessed by Wing Commander (Rtd) E Barry OBE, 




of The Barracks, Taunton




He is serving in the Nigerian Marine Department when his WW2




medals are sent to him at Lagos

16 May 1949

The general manager of the Nigerian Railway write to George as




second engineer of S/C Enugu, through the director of marine at Lagos.




He says:

It has been recorded by the Committee of Enquiry held in connection with the wreck of the Coal Transporters at Ijora on the 19th of March last that you assisted greatly in the release of the Transporter Driver who afterwards unfortunately died.

I would like to thank you and express my sincere appreciation of you efforts in this unfortunate incident.

Note: Ijora is part of the Lagos conurbation. George’s effects include two photos

that appear to depict this accident
5 June 1950

Alex A M Alhwe(?) writes to George from 29 Berkley Street, Lagos:

I have the greatest pleasure in thanking you for your great assistant (sic) rendered to me on the 26th day of May 1950 when I was in the point of death. I wish you God blessing in all your undertakings and doing. I am discharged from Hospital on Thursday, but I am now on sick list for a few days. I do not know how to thank you but God will reward you a thousand time.

Sir, I will be very much thankfull if you can give me two yards of cavas (sic) for my chair. Many thanks in advance.

Best regards from my wife and family very best compliments to Chief Engineer

Note: There is no further record of the incident to which this letter refers
6 November 1950
George renews his Nigerian contract. His home address is now given as




Gorton Hill, South Molton, Devon




As before, the engagement is for one tour of not less than 18 months and




not more than two years continuous residential service

10 September 1952
The chief accountant for the director of marine, Lagos, writes to George




at Little Champson, Molland, South Molton, Devon, in response to a




letter and cable about his salary.




He was on a scale rising to a maximum of £1,100, which was reached on 




3 December 1951. He was, however, owed £671. 5s back pay

1954


The marine engineer for the acceptance trials of the new carrier




Ark Royal demands a selected boiler room crew as the ship will not




reach its acceptance/design speed unless boiler output is at an




absolute maximum




George is head-hunted but as he is a mechanician, not an artificer, he is




unacceptable to the unions at Cammell Laird. A dash to Thomas Smith &




Sons at Atherton produces his apprenticeship papers. As he was therefore




‘time served’ he is accepted by the unions as a qualified fitter - and




the Ark passes her trials by a whisker




Among George’s effects is a letter dated 18 April 1954 from Thomas




Smith & Sons confirming that George served a five-year apprenticeship




and qualified in 1924

16 January 1959
George dies, aged 55, at Post Hill Hospital, Tiverton, of a heart attack.




His home address is given as 2 Parkfield Terrace, Willand, Tiverton,




the same as that of his son, G D Massey Jnr, who registered the death

3 February 1959
George died intestate so Letters of Administration are granted to his




widow, Catherine Dykins Massey, at the District Probate Registry at




Exeter
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