A RECALL BY  Lt  BAL RAMA PASRICHA 
MY TIME AS AN OFFICER IN THE 
ROYAL INDIAN NAVY VOLUNTARY RESERVE  (RINVR)
When the 2nd World War broke out, I was working as a University Lecturer at Isabela Thoburn College, Lucknow,  drawing a salary of  Rs. 200/- pm. This was a very decent amount . However, by the beginning of 1943, inflation started rising rapidly due to World War II, and we found it difficult to make both ends meet. I, consequently started looking for better opportunities and was lucky to get a call to appear before the Services Selection Board at Jubbalpore and then got selected for an Emergency Commission in the Royal Indian Navy. Because of my using specs, I was only given the Special Branch.

I reported to RINS Feroze at Malabar Hills, Bombay on 2nd December, 1943, as a Sub Lieut (Spl) RINVR. This was of short duration, by way of an introduction to my service in the Royal Indian Navy.  After my training at Feroze. I was posted to HMIS Venduruthy, ( This is the spelling on Venduruthi now) Cochin, in the first week of January, 1944. In end January,1944. The NOIC Cochin, called me his office and desired that I must proceed to New Delhi Cantt, to attend a three week's training course named 'Josh', to prepare for Counter Propaganda against the campaign being carried out by the Japanese.
After the death of my father, since my presence was required to settle the family affairs, NHQ very kindly posted me on compassionate grounds to New Delhi. in end December, 1944, as Naval Officer, Appointments. I was then transferred to the Canteen Stores Department and was sent to Naval Dockyard for Canteen training and soon took up my appointment on board the newly chartered HMIS LLanstephane Castle, to carry Landing Craft & Royal Marine personnel for Burma Operations. Our ship soon sailed for Madras. By then, Rangoon had been captured and Japan had surrendered. So our ship was utilised to bring back Prisoners of War from Rangoon to Madras. After the surrender of Japan our ship, as a part of the convoy led by the Flag Ship of Admiral Mountbatten, passed though Singapore Straits. Our ship dis-embarked the Royal Marines at Hong Kong, from where they were taken to Japan as a part of the Occupation Force. We picked up the Prisoners of War and returned to Madras. I was then posted at INS Circars, Vizag as the Base Canteen Officer. 
I was struck off duty on the afternoon of 23 May 1946, to proceed on 56 days release leave at home. In Sept 1946, I was conveyed the happy news of having been selected as a Govt of India Overseas Scholar. I proceeded to London to study at the London University Institute of Education and obtained a Teachers' Diploma in July 1947 and was awarded the Degree of Master of Arts in July 1949. I then returned to India and was soon selected by UPSC for the post of a lecturer at Joint Services Wing (later the National Defence Academy at Pune) and I started work at Clement Town, Dehra Dun wef 19 Sept 1949, as a professor of mathematics. 
Because of my being away in London from 1946 to 1949, I did not come to know about the award of Medals and Distinctions, to which I was entitled to in RINVR, as an Emergency Commissioned Officer. However, for reasons best knownto the Ministry of Defence, I never got this.
Commissioning Order
By His Excellency the Governor General of India
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Signed by
FOCRIN    

Flag Officer Commanding, RIN

Rear Admiral John Henry Godfrey
Secretary, War Department                         Viceroy and Governor General      
????                                                                                Sir Archibald Wavell    
