Lieut Arthur Allin Turney, RE, RFA
Awarded:
British War Medal


(Lieut A. A. Turney)



Victory Medal


(Lieut A. A. Turney)

Possibly entitled to WW2 Defence Medal
3 November 1896
Arthur 
Allin Turney is born, the son of the Rev Burton Trimwell




Turney and his wife Ella (nee Allin)




Arthur becomes known as ‘Pat’ in the family




The Turney ancestry can be traced as follows:



William Turney 

b circa 1680 









bur 1729 Sedgebrook, Lincs;  Yeoman farmer




John Turney 

b circa 1718 









bur 1784 Sedgebrook  Farmer/grazier,  m Hannah Bagsdale




William Turney

bapt 1759








d 1846




m Mary Burton




Robert Turney

bapt 1799








d 1856 

Haberdasher

m Mary Vaughan




John George Turney
b 1840 London








d 1907 Fareham 
Wine merchant

m Amy C. Baker




Burton Trimwell Turney
b 1865 Croydon








d 1924 Dublin 
Clerk in Holy Orders
m Ella Allin




Extracted from http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/hampson/famtree
20 December 1896
Pat is baptised at Shercock, Ireland, where his father is the priest




He later attends Monkstown Park School, Dun Laoghaire. His name




appears in the school’s WW1 roll of honour published in December 1919




Burton and Ella Turney had two other sons, the Rev John Leslie Turney




(d 1963) and Eric Turney, who emigrated to the USA

3 September 1913
Pat is confirmed at Burrishool and attends his first communion on




7 September

WW1


An entry in the 29th Divisional Artillery War Record and Honours




Book 1915-1918, states:

Turney, Lieut A. A. (T.F.). (Lieut 1/6/16); No. 2 Section, D.A.C., 24/11/17 to 24/2/18

       (to Signal Officer 24th Bde., R.F.A. - was O.C. Divl. Signal School Jan/Feb 1918)
       D.A.C. = Divisional Ammunition Column
1915


Pat assembles an album which he introduces as: ‘Photographs of my




side of the Great War’




It shows RFA men with guns, horses, field telephones, semaphore, etc.




One group of uniformed men is captioned ‘2BX’. Others show ‘Our




Mascot - Capt Baines’ bulldog’. Some of the men’s brass shoulder




flashes show them as RFA(T), but other details are indiscernible 

2 June 1915

Pat Turney, describing himself as ‘Lieut R.F.A. (T)’ leaves the




staff 




At some point Pat has calling cards printing showing his name (without




rank) and giving his unit as 353 Bde, RFA

1 June 1916

Pat is promoted to lieutenant

20 June 1917

Pat, described as a lieutenant in the Royal Field Artillery living at Ipswich,




marries Hilda Constance Halfacre at the parish church at




Upton-cum-Chalvey (modern day Slough). He is 21 years old and his




bride 20.




She is the daughter of leather merchant Alfred Thomas Halfacre, of




Heatherdene, Slough. Witnesses are fellow officer William Humphrey




Ronald Rayson (probably best man) and Hilda’s sister, Dora Emily




Halfacre




Wedding gifts include one to ‘2nd Lieut A. A. Turney, Brigade




Signalling Officer, 353rd Brigade R.F.A.’




A Police Certificate of Identity issued soon after her marriage gives




Hilda’s height as 5ft 32ins and her address as Heatherdene, The Grove,




Slough




Other sources give her date of birth as 21 August 1898




Pat and Hilda went on to have three children, two girls and a boy:




Avril, ‘Tiggie’ and Anthony (Tony), who became a Merchant Navy




radio officer in WW2, when he was torpedoed but survived

27 June 1917

London Gazette announces Pat’s promotion to lieutenant with precedence




from 1 June 1916

23 November 1917
Pat’s medal index card gives this as his date of entry into a theatre of




war, in this case France

24 November 1917
Pat is appointed signal officer 24th Brigade RFA, until 24 February 1918




(24th Brigade RFA was originally part of the British Expeditionary




Force and saw service on the Western Front with the 6th Division




throughout the war)

Jan-Feb 1918

Pat is OC 29th Division Signals School

27 March 1918
Captain William Humphrey Ronald Rayson, ‘C’ Battery, 47th Brigade,




Royal Field Artillery dies aged 22. He lies buried at St Souplet British




Cemetery




He was born at Coatham, Yorkshire, and was the son of Mrs C L Rayson,




of 35 King’s Road, Horsham, Sussex, and the late Rev William Robert




Rayson




On 20 November 1924, Mrs Rayson wrote to Pat Turney:

I can’t tell you how much your kind letter touched & pleased me. My beloved son often spoke of you to us & he was a very faithful friend & it is good to know he had such a faithful friend in you. Thank you so much for all your kind remembrances of him. I went to his grave near St Quentin 2 years ago but last year alas ! the Graves Commission wrote to say they had moved him to another cemetery near Cambrai. I could not manage to go there this year but I hope to do so next & ... if I can get a photo of the grave I will send it to you. I am glad to say we are all well here. If you ever come to this party of the world I hope you will come and see us & with grateful thanks. Yours v. sincerely
Aug/Sept 1918
Hilda’s passport shows her travelling to France to join her husband,




who is on leave. The passport last for the duration of that leave - 10 days

13 March 1919
The Ven J? O. Harvey, Canon of St Patrick’s, Carnalway, Kilcullen,




Kildare, writes the following reference:

I knew Arthur Turney as a boy up to the year 1913. I formed a high opinion of his character and ability. From my knowledge of his parents, with whom I was intimate, I am sure he was well and carefully brought up.
16 January 1921
Mr Justice Jonathan Pim writes to Burton Turney from the Court House,




Belfast. He says: ‘I am very sorry to hear about your son. I am afraid I




could do nothing to help him but if there is any particular person to whom




I could write, I will gladly do so...’

12 March 1921
Edward Carson writes to Burton Turney from 5 Eaton Place, SW1:

I find a letter of yours dated 31 January, which apparently has been left unanswered, for which I apologise. I would be most willing to assist your son in obtaining suitable engagement but unfortunately I do not know of any such and I regret to say I am inundated by many similar cases. If your son could hear of anything in which he thought I might have some influence I will be quite ready to see if it is possible for me to assist him

30 December 1921
London Gazette announces that a number of TA officers, including




Lieut A. A. Turney are to relinquish their commissions but retain their




ranks

2 May 1922

Pat applies for his medals, giving his address as Belmont, Wembdon(?),




Bridgwater




His medal card shows service in the Royal Engineers, as well as the




Royal Field Artillery

7 April 1923

Pat is issued with his Post Office Card of Authority to conduct




experiments with portable wireless receiving apparatus. His address




is first given as Middle Ivythorn (Farm), Street, Somerset, later amended



to 7 York Buildings, Bridgwater

24 January 1924
Pat’s father, the Rev Burton Turney, dies in Richmond Hospital, Dublin.




Surviving correspondence shows that he had been in poor health for




some time




He was the rector of Roundstone, Co Galway.

1925


According to later press reports, this is the year in which Pat begins




producing sea-going wireless sets

14 April 1927

Pat registers the name ‘The Signal Shop’ under the Registration of




Business Names Act 1916




The shop is at 7 York Buildings, Bridgwater, and produces wireless




receivers for yachts

20 February 1931
Pat is admitted as a member of the Institute of Wireless Technology




The certificate has survived. A further certificate for the British




Institution of Radio Engineers shows him being elected a full member




of the institution. It bears the same date but is signed by Mountbatten




of Burma as president (ie post WW2)




(This is presumably some form of backdating as the BIRE was successor




to the IWT)

April 1932

Pat designs and tests an economy wireless set for use in small boats. 




The set, known as the Sloop II, is placed on trial in his three-ton sloop




until September 1932




In one of his brochures produced in the 1930s, Pat explains the problems




of using domestic sets afloat. He writes:

The makers of ‘Schooner’ sets understand these difficulties, firstly through being owners of small craft themselves and, secondly, because they deliberately studied the matter and experimented before settling on a design
April 1933

The Sloop set gets a good review in Yachting Monthly which describes




Pat as ‘both a yacht owner and a wise radio specialist’ and the ‘keen




owner’ of a three-tonner at Exmouth

10 May 1933

An article appears in the local press headed ‘Smallest Yacht Radio Set - A




Bridgwater Production’




This reports that the Sloop set went into production in December and




launched it in March 1933. It measures in 12.5ins x 7ins x 4ins. It is




assembled and tested at the Signal Shop and the cabinet and brass work




are made locally. 

1938-1940

Hilda keeps diaries, two of which have survived. The first entry is for




22 December 1938. The diaries are mostly concerned with the trivia of




family life - cooking, shopping, housework, the weather, the dogs (they




were a dog-loving family) - but occasionally more significant information




appears

30 October 1939
Monday: Hilda records

Pat broke the news that he has been offered his old commission back but does no know what to do. It’s hard to give up his business after so long.
25 January 1940
Thursday: Hilda notes in her diary

Pat tells me he is seriously thinking about of sending in his papers and joining the army if they will still have him as he is losing so heavily at the Signal Shop. It seems dreadful and I don’t know what to say but I don’t want him worried and his life spoilt by anxiety
29 April 1940

Monday: Pat and Hilda go to London, rising at 4.45am. She writes in her




diary

London looked dull and rather dirty. First we went to the Admiralty just to see where Pat had to go for his interview and then to a news theatre, leaving at 1.15. After that we had lunch at the Rendezvous. We enjoyed this very much indeed. After lunch Pat left me at a picture house while he went to the Admiralty for an interview at 3.15...
30 April 1940

Tuesday: Hilda writes

The Admiralty appears to want Pat for research work and he would have to go to Portsmouth if they take him. He thinks its sounds a good job
18 May 1940

Saturday: Hilda records in her diary that Pat has heard from the




Admiralty, who want to see him as soon as possible. As a result, he is




anxious to show Hilda how to handle his firm’s business ledgers. She




adds that Avril is also leaving (to join the ATS) so she will lose them




both

6 July 1940

Saturday: Hilda confides to her diary

Pat said there was a great battle - the fleet I suppose - and now they are ordered to put plasticine and cotton wool in their ears to guard against deafness. They had had daylight raids and he is very tired with so many sleepless nights
Post-WW2

Pat uses letterheads which give his company’s name as Sea Services -




A. A. Turney & Partners, Member British Institute of Radio Engineers,




Late Admiralty Signal Estab (RNSS) - Marine W/T Engineers, Navigation




Aid Equipment, Licencees (sic) Marconi’s W/T Co Ltd., Consultants,




Designers, Agents

23 August 1951
Pat joins Huet Bros in Ireland

January 1953

Pat leaves Huet Bros. He says in a letter to his brother, John, dated




18 March 1953, that he had reached ‘the end of his tether’ and he




explains his reasons for quitting. 




He adds: ‘I have therefore been seeking another job and its pretty uphill, it




is of course difficult when one knows so few influential people...’. He




makes it clear he is struggling for money

1970s


Turney family home now at Due South, 3 Clevelands Park, Northam,




Westward Ho!, Bideford, North Devon

17 May 1974

Pat makes his will, giving his address as 3 Clevelands Park, Northam,




near Bideford. He leaves Hilda £1,000 with the property in trust to her. On




her death it is to continue in trust for his daughter, Avril Hilda Turney




His other children are also named as beneficiaries - Gabrielle Constance




Barrie, of  21 Hawthorne Road, Wylde Green, Sutton Coldfield and




Anthony Noel 
Turney (no address)

19 March 1976
Pat receives a reply from Capt Eric Bush RN, to whom he had written




congratulating him on his book Gallipoli. Capt Bush wrote:

Your letter was most rewarding after my long haul writing it. I am greatly interested to learn that you were with the ‘Glorious 29th’ in France... 

(Then there is an exchange of information about Douglas ‘Duggy’ Dixon and other sailing reminiscences.)

I am very interested to hear that you were in Western App doing D/F throughout WWII. We are sure to share many friends and acquaintances in that Command but I never got there...
1979


Arthur Allin Turney’s death is registered in the Barnstaple district in the




January-March quarter (GRO ref: 21 0877)

1982


The widowed Hilda Turney’s death is recorded in the Bideford district




in the April-June quarter (GRO ref: 21 0857)

Principal sources:


1881 census


GRO birth, marriages and death  indices


London Gazette (for promotion dates)


29th Divisional Artillery War Record and Honours Book 1915-1918, by Lt-Col R M Johnson (Woolwich 1921)


Medal Index Card (TNA)
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